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CHESAPEAKE BAY 
COMMISSION

Tri-State Legislative Commission established by MD, 

VA, and PA law in the 1980s. 

Seven Members from each state: 2 Senate, 3 House; 

1 Cabinet-level; and 1 Citizen Member

• Translate Science Into Federal & State Policy

• Serve as a Legislative Voice within the Bay 

Program

• Coordinate Policy Interests with Congress
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Maryland Pennsylvania Virginia

Total Population 
(2025) 6.2 m 13.1 m 8.8 m

Pop in the 
Watershed 99% 30% 80%

Land in the 
Watershed 94% 50% 54%

PEOPLE AND PLACES



THE GENERAL ASSEMBLIES, GENERALLY

Maryland Pennsylvania Virginia

How long is the 

legislative session?
90 days 2 years

45 days (odd years)

60 days (even years)

How many bills are 

introduced per session?

~3,000

(26% enacted)

~5,000

(4% enacted)

~2,000

(35% enacted)

How often are members 

elected? 

Representatives and 

Senators have 4-year 

terms; all seats are on 

the same election 

schedule.

Representatives have 

2-year terms; Senators 

have 4-year terms. 

Every 2 years, all House 

seats and half of the 

Senate seats are 

elected.

Representatives have 

2-year terms; Senators 

have 4-year terms. 

Every 2 years, all House 

seats are elected. Every 

4 years, all Senate seats 

are elected.
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CBC’S ROLE AND THE VALUE 
OF INTERSTATE DIALOGUE



Thank you.
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