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WHAT IS A CONSERVATION DISTRICT?
• Every county in Pennsylvania except for Philadelphia has a Conservation 

District = 66 Districts
• Conservation Districts provide locally led conservation efforts throughout 

Pennsylvania
• Administration of several delegated programs:

• Chapter 102: E&S, NPDES reviews
• Chapter 105: general permits associated with in-stream work
• Dirt, Gravel, & Low Volume Road Program
• Chesapeake Bay Technician
• Nutrient Management Technician
• Countywide Action Plan Coordination
• Agriculture Conservation Assistance Program
• Watershed Specialist Program



COUNTYWIDE ACTION PLANS
• County level planning & 

prioritization for implementation 
of Pennsylvania’s Phase 3 
Watershed Implementation Plan 
(Phase 3 WIP). 

• 43 PA counties are in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed

• 34 of those have Countywide 
Action Plans and CAP 
Coordinators who developed and 
oversee these plans

Source: PA DEP



CLEARFIELD’S CAP PLAN
• 55 pages long, 98 priority 

initiatives
• Agriculture
• Stormwater
• Stream Restorations 
• Land Protection 
• Wetland Creation and 

Protection
• Aquatic Organism Passage 

Improvements
• Floodplain Reconnection
• DGLVR support
• Education
• AMD and AML 

Remediation



WATERSHED SPECIALIST POSITION
• Anything related to protecting and improving the 

water quality of Clearfield County
• Grant writing and management
• Project and construction oversight
• Water quality sampling
• Fisheries sampling
• Macroinvertebrate sampling 
• Restoration Plan and Watershed Implementation 

Plan Development and ongoing management

• Stream Restorations, Agricultural BMP 
implementation but most importantly…..



ABANDONED MINE DRAINAGE TREATMENT & 
ABANDONED MINE LAND RECLAMATION



AMD IMPAIRMENT VS NATURAL TROUT 
REPRODUCTION



AMD REMEDIATION SUCCESS



NATURALLY REPRODUCING TROUT RETURN



EXISTING STUDIES



POTTER COUNTY CAP PLANNING FOR TROUT

• Instream Habitat Projects

• Trout Hatchery Nutrient Reductions

• Support Fishing Opportunities 

• Protect and Restore Watersheds

• Aquatic Organism Passages



CAPS AND BROOK TROUT

• CAPs vary based on the county and local initiatives

• Rural vs Urban

• Ongoing issues (ie flooding, agricultural impacts, AMD, stormwater, new 

development types)

• CAPs focus on Water Quality 

• Brook Trout of secondary benefactors  
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