
Stream Restoration in the 
51st State!
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Natural Channel Design

The Good
• Generally stable
• Canopy regrowth
• Fish habitat
• Relatively low material

cost
• Beavers came back!!!

The Bad
• Bankfull not a

good determining factor
• Small failures become

large failures fast
• Floodplain/bankfull

bench too narrow
• Invasive plants
• Really weak around 

meander bends
• Deep scour



Achieving 
Maximum 
Floodplain 
Connectivity

1.Milkhouse Run
2. Nash Run
3.Pope Branch
4.Springhouse Run
5. Alger Park
6.Branch Ave. Park

Key Goals
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Alger Park - Before



Alger Park - During



Alger Park - After



Alger Park - After



Alger Park – Before & After



Pre/Post-Restoration Monitoring
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What have we 
learned?
• We don't have a 

preferred restoration 
approach.

• Access to 
floodplain/ability to 
spread out flow is 
essential.

• Stability and 
infrastructure protection 
are good outcomes.

• Need to have a good 
design & construction 
teams.

• Nature based approaches 
should be the focus.

• Set high but achievable
goals.



Upcoming Stream 
Projects
• Park Drive Gullies 

(2023)*
• Fort Dupont (2024)*
• Stickfoot Branch

(2024)*
• Rock Creek Gullies 

(2024)
• Oxon Run (2025)
• Pinehurst (2025)
• Daylighting 

Opportunities 
(Anacostia Park, Fort 
Dupont, Langston Golf 
Course)

*Anacostia Watershed
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