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Bird Numbers
1 year change 10 year change 20 year change

567 million chickens -0.5% 0.7% -3.4%

4.2 billion pounds of chickens -0.4% 19% 35%

4,901 chicken houses -2.7% 8.3% -13.9%

Housing capacity of 134 million 
chickens

-9.8% 13.2% 7.8%

1,361 chicken growers -1.2% -13.3% -45.8%

https://www.dcachicken.com/facts/facts-figures.cfm



Bird 
Efficiency 

Year

Market 
Age

average 
days

Market Weight

pounds, liveweight

Feed to Meat Gain

pounds of feed to one pound of broiler, liveweight

Mortality

percent

1925 112 2.5 4.7 18
2000 47 5.03 1.95 5
2005 48 5.37 1.95 4
2006 48 5.47 1.96 5
2007 48 5.51 1.95 4.5
2008 48 5.58 1.93 4.3
2009 47 5.59 1.92 4.1
2010 47 5.7 1.92 4
2011 47 5.8 1.92 3.9
2012 47 5.85 1.9 3.7
2013 47 5.92 1.88 3.7
2014 47 6.01 1.89 4.3
2015 48 6.12 1.89 4.8
2016 47 6.16 1.86 4.5
2017 47 6.20 1.83 4.5
2018 47 6.26 1.82 5.0
2019 47 6.32 1.80 5.0
2020 47 6.41 1.79 5.0
2021 47 6.46 1.79 5.3



Older Farms



New Farm Advantages



New Farm Advantages- Manure Sheds



New Farm Advantages-Heavy Use Area Pads



New Farm Advantages-Heavy Use Area Pads



New Farm Advantages-Heavy Use Area Pads



New Farm Advantages-Heavy Use Area Pads



Nutrient Management 

All poultry farms operate under a nutrient management 
plan



Nutrient Management 

https://www.caseih.com/northamerica/en-us/products/tillage/vertical-tillage/true-tandem-330-turbo



Nutrient Management-AIR 



Nutrient Management 



Circulation/Stir Fans



Circulation/Stir Fans
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Circulation/Stir Fans
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Circulation/Stir Fans
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Buffers



Buffers-Reduce Dust  and Ammonia

Buffers can reduced dust by 49%, ammonia 46%
(Bud Malone, https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/cooperative-extension/fact-sheets/efficacy-of-vegetative-environmental-buffers/ P. Patterson)

https://www.udel.edu/academics/colleges/canr/cooperative-extension/fact-sheets/efficacy-of-vegetative-environmental-buffers/


Reduce Dust 



Nutrient Capture & Erosion Control

Fecal bacteria trapping by grass filter strips during 
simulated rain

Sediment concentrations were reduced an average of 96% by 4.5 m filter 
strips and 98% by 9.0 m filter strips.
Average fecal coliform trapping efficiency was 75% in 4.5 m filter strips 
and 91% in 9.0 m filter strips.
Average fecal streptococci trapping efficiency was 68% in 4.5 m filter 
strips and 74% in 9.0 m filter strips.

M.S. Coyne, R.A. Gilfillen, A. Villalba, Z. Zhang, R. Rhodes, L. Dunn, and R.L. Blevins.  Journal of Soil and Water Conservation Second Quarter 
1998 vol. 53 no. 2 140-145




