
Chesapeake	Bay	
Program	

Communications	
COMMUNICATING	THE	SCIENCE,	POLICY	AND	DATA	OF	THE	

PARTNERSHIP	THROUGH	HIGH-QUALITY	PRODUCTS,	ENGAGEMENT	
AND	OUTREACH



Who	is	the	CBP	Communications	Office?

Rachel	Felver
Communications	
Director

Jake	Solyst
Web	Content	
Specialist

Will	Parson
Multimedia	
Manager

Caitlyn	Johnstone
Communications	
and	Outreach	
Specialist

Marisa	Baldine
Communications	
Staffer



What	do	
we	offer?



High-Quality	
Products

Web	content

Infographics

Fact	sheets

Physical	products

Photos/Videos

Events

Articles

Media	outreach

Social	media

Presentations



Infographics	
and	
Fact	Sheets



Infographics	
and	
Fact	Sheets



Photos	and	Videos



@chesbayprogram
8



Media	Outreach	

PRESS	RELEASES MEDIA	EVENTS MEDIA	CALLS



Web	
Content
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Physical	
products



Physical	
products



Web	
Content



Articles	without	reports
Increasing	temperatures	threaten	Chesapeake	wildlife:	
Warmer	air	and	water	impact	habitat	and	wildlife,	causing	species	to	shift	their	range



Articles
● Microplastics in the Chesapeake Bay and its Watershed: State 

of the Knowledge, Data Gaps, and Relationship to 
Management Goals

● Establishing Multifunctional Riparian Buffers: How do we 
accelerate riparian buffer plantings across the Chesapeake 
Bay with the greatest economic, social and environmental 
impacts?

● Understanding and Explaining 30 Years of Water Clarity 
Trends in the Chesapeake Bay’s Tidal Waters

● Integrating Science and Developing Approaches to Inform 
Management for Contaminants of Concern in Agricultural 
and Urban Settings

● Assessing the Environment in Outcome Units (AEIOU): 
Using Eutrophying Units for Management

● Small plastics are a big problem

● What’s in a tree? Oxygen, food, clean 
water and money

● Planting buffers for the future

● A look back at 30 years of water clarity

● A cocktail of contaminants in 
Chesapeake waters

● Finding a better way to track nutrients in 
the bay

STAC	Reports



Articles	and	Social	Media

• Plastics
• Buffers
• Water	clarity
• Contaminants	

Within the first month after each 
was shared, articles on these four 
reports alone garnered:
◆ ~20k views across FB and 

Twitter

◆ ~200 shares across FB and 
Twitter



Expertise

Review

Edit

Strategic	planning

Advice	on	communications,	outreach	and	
engagement	efforts.

Meeting	attendance	



Communications	
Workgroup



What	does	the	Communications	Workgroup	
offer?

• Fostering	cross-jurisdictional	communication	among	CBP	
partners.

• Provides	targeted	messaging,	products	and	engagement.
• Offers	expert	advice	to	address	the	communications	
needs	for	all	CBP	GITs,	workgroups	and	advisory	
committees.

• Regular	communications	training	to	members.



Membership	that	spans	the	
watershed:

• Gregg	Bortz,	Chair,	Maryland	
Department	of	Natural	Resources

• Rachel	Felver,	Coordinator
• Marisa	Baldine,	Staffer

Communications	
Workgroup	 Monthly	meetings

Round	robin	of	communications	
efforts	and	rising	science	needs

Shared	messaging

Public	relations	with	critical	audiences

Media	tool	kits	



So,	remember….!



Engage	with	communications!

Do	you	have….

Ø New	information?

ØDiscoveries?
ØResearch	papers?

ØReports?

Then	reach	out	to	the	
Communications	Office	so	
we	can	make	sure	your	
science	reaches	the	

appropriate	audience!



Questions?
★ Rachel	Felver

Communications	Director
rfelver@chesapeakebay.net

★ Caitlyn	Johnstone
Outreach	and	Communications
Specialist
cjohnstone@chesapeakebay.net

★ Jake	Solyst
Web	Content	Specialist
jsolyst@chesapeakebay.net

★ Will	Parson
Multimedia	Specialist
wparson@chesapeakebay.net

★ Marisa	Baldinem
Communications	Staffer
baldinem@chesapeake.org


