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The Interview Process: A Few Numbers

• 12 key-informants
• 3 interviewers
• 45 – 60min semi-structured 

interviews
• 8 questions
• 30 pages of notes
• 1 qualitative data analysis 

program



Who were our key informants?
Chesapeake Bay Program

Enhance 
Partnering,
Leadership

& Management

Maintain
Healthy

Watersheds

Protect & 
Restore Water 

Quality

Sustainable
Fisheries

Protect & Restore
Vital Habitats 

Foster 
Chesapeake 
Stewardship

Goal Implementation Teams

Scientific & Technical
Advisory Committee

Local Government
Advisory Committee

Citizens’ Advisory 
Committee

Chesapeake Executive Council

Principals’ Staff Committee

Independent
Evaluator

Communications 
Workgroup

Science, 
Technical Analysis, 

and Reporting

Action Teams

Management Board



What questions were asked?
• Date, name, current position/occupation?

• How many years have you been involved in Chesapeake Bay restoration work?

• Do you have examples of how social science research has played an important 
role in advancing Bay restoration?  Do you have any examples that are not 
Chesapeake Bay related?

• In your opinion, what Bay restoration priorities should be addressed from a 
social science perspective? Why is the social science perspective important?

• What do you think are the constraints to generating and utilizing more social 
science research in Bay restoration efforts?

• Any other thoughts or suggestions on the role of social science research in 
supporting Bay restoration?



Identifying Themes from Interviews

Text Analysis
1. Inductive coding of 

themes/sub-themes

2. Comparison and re-
alignment of themes

3. Deductive coding of 
themes/sub-themes

4. Qualitative 
assessment  using 
Networks



Five Predominant Themes Identified

• Strong Role for Social Science Research
• No Strong Role for Social Science Research
• Program Opportunities for Social Sciences
• Social Science Research Needs 
• Constraints to Using the Social Sciences
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A Sample of Atlas.ti Coding



Results: Social Science Research Needs
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Results: Social Science Research Needs

Economic Research



Results: Social Science Research Needs

Research on the 
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Results: Social Science Research Needs
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Results: Social Science Research Needs

Institutional 
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Social Science Research Needs in 
Relationship to Environmental Sector



Results: Constraints
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Results: Constraints
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Results: Constraints



Final Thoughts
• A lot of enthusiasm for social science integration
• Constraints not well developed, needs additional focus
• Social science research needs align directly or indirectly 

with CBP goals:
– Water quality

• Agriculture, urban/suburban sector, TMDL
– President’s Executive Order for the Chesapeake Bay
– Land Conservation/Preservation
– Ecosystem Services
– Enhance Focus on Watershed
– Public Access
– Fisheries



Thanks!
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