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Geography and Political Ecology Foundations

« Human Geography
— Nature/Society

— Space and Spatial Relationality
— Mixed Methods

 Political Ecology Approach
— Political Economy and Environments
— Economic and Ecological Transformations
— Critical Analyses of Policy, Management, Capital

— Power of Representation and Knowledge
Systems



Case of the Marine Environment

 Marine Environments and Fisheries
— Site of Transformations
— Centrality and Power Science and Policy
— Nature of Political Economy being Debated

* Project to Intervene in Debate
— A “Missing Layer” of Data
— Create an Ontology of Communities at Sea
— Mapping Local Dependencies and Knowledges



The “Atlas Project”: Mapping Community
Resource Areas and LEK

 Mixed method approach.
— Participatory GIS.

 Began with activity data.
— Fishing trip locations.

 Linked trip locations to ports
— Queried data by “community.” [§ ;&
— Territories emerged. a

— Fishermen interviewed using
resultant maps.
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Community Maps

e Foundation for
guery/analysis.

* Aggregate and link to
data at other scales.

« Engage community
members.

e Visualize community
resource interactions.

PORTSMOUTH,
g




Port Clyde: Community Concerns

 It's a small community cut right on the shore where |
would say 80% of the people that live there rely on
fishing In one way or another to survive.

 There were more boats (in) Port Clyde and its
surrounding area. Tenant’s Harbor, there was a bunch
of boats going out of there. Spruce Head. You know, all
thand down the coast there were boats ground
Ishing.

* (Y)ou don’t have the time to go look. You have to pretty
much pray that you land right where the fish are
becausethe clock's ticking. It's changed fishing
patterns.



Port Clyde: Average Distance Traveled from Port
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Enacting Community?

“[The Atlas Project] was designed to encourage
fishermen to start thinking about the areas they used
In the ocean to pursue their living as “theirs.” The goal
was to see if there was, In fact, a sense of community
that extended out from the shore...

“With the recent interviews... still fresh in our
memory... [we] decided to organize and offer some
suggestions about what we thought would work In
“our” area of the ocean... “

“Essentially, we had created a plan to catch fewer
fish... This plan... exemplified the sense of
conservation and community that the Rutgers
University study had discovered...”



Community Support Fisheries (CSF)

* |Innovation in Port Clyde, Maine
— An alternative model
(based on CSA).
— Forming a cooperative.
— Community involvement.




Conclusion

e Enacting Communities
— Producing data about and with “communities.”

— Producing “communities” through research
practice.

— Participatory Action Research (PAR)
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