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• Professionals with a 
common technical 
vocabulary

• Tools to identify 
strategies and define 
high performance

• Processes to 
document, verify, and 
reward leaders

Moving the Curve

LEED



Across Lifecycle



Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions

Focus on Adaptation

Resilience & 
Adaptation
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Incorporate Additional Cooling-
Load-Avoidance Measures

• Optimal bldg. 
orientation

• Better 
insulation

• Reflective roof 
and walls

• Low-SHGC 
glazings

• Exterior 
shading

From “Your Home Cooling Guide”

Source: Alex Wilson, BuildingGreen LLC



Termite Ranges Extending Northward
• Physical barriers
• Termite-barrier 

sand around 
foundations

• Termite-resistant 
materials

• Termite “bait” 
systems

Installing TermiMesh (stainless steel screening)

Source: Alex Wilson, BuildingGreen LLC



Rainwater Harvesting

Rainwater tanks at the 
Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation

Gardener’s 
Supply rainbarrel

Source: Alex Wilson, BuildingGreen LLC



Designing for More Intense Storms, 
Flooding, and Rising Seas

• Designing for extreme 
wind

• Avoiding (expanded) 
flood zones

• Increasing stormwater 
capacity

• Raising buildings and 
equipment

• Specifying materials 
that can survive 
flooding

• Installing check valves 
in sewer lines

Lower Manhattan - Flooding impact of Cat. 1-
4 storms   Klaus Jacob, Columbia Univ., 
March, 2008

Source: Alex Wilson, BuildingGreen LLC



Designing for Drought 
& Water Shortages

• Avoiding development in 
the driest regions

• Specifying water-efficient 
fixtures and appliances

• Plumbing buildings for 
water-conserving fixtures 

• Plumbing buildings for 
graywater separation

• Harvesting rainwater
• Planting native vegetation

Lake Mead, October 2007, Ken 
Dewey photo





Expected Outputs
2011 research products include:

• A technical report
• Green building design guidelines
• Strategy database
• LEED Climate Adaptation and 

Resilience Index

Users will need to customize guidelines 
and resources for local conditions.



This presentation does not represent official policies or positions of the US Green Building Council
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