
Criteria Draft & Discussion
• Timing - past, ongoing or future impact of the stressor

• Severity - the overall declines in habitat or species caused 
by the stressor (rapid declines, slow but significant declines, 
negligible declines) (little/none, moderate, substantial)
• Habitat function- the overall changes in habitat processes 

(little/none, moderate, substantial) Already noted but not criteria.

• Spatial Extent – What proportion of the habitat is impacted or likely 
to be impacted (10-30 year time horizon) (low, medium high)?

• Mitigation Potential – What is the practicality of mitigating 
and/or restoring the impact (low, medium high)? 

• Spatial Extent – What proportion of the habitat is impacted 
or likely to be impacted (10-30 year time horizon) (low, 
medium high)?

• Certainty – Know the stressor has this impact… other 
studies (little, moderate, substantial)?



Criteria Draft & Discussion

• Should we add, remove or modify some criteria?

• Remember these will be used for ranking the 
variables/stressor that you choose!



How to use the Excel Habitat File…



Habitat Use by Representative Species



Example of Selecting Variables



• There is a staff person in your group to record 
selections. There is a steering committee member 
to help focus discussion.

• Factors listed are from the management strategy. 
You can delete them and should certainly add to 
them.

• Think about how the variable affects habitat 
function…. That is your Why?

• You can have the same variable (ie. temp.) for 
more than one Factor (ie. Climate and Urban)

Remember….


