


 
U.S. EPA  
 Office of Environmental Education 
 
EECapacity 
 EPA funded national EE training program 

housed in Cornell University’s Civic Ecology Lab 
 
 
 
  



 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
 U.S. Forest Service 
 National Environmental Education Foundation 
 State EE Associations  
 Organizational partners – such as Project 

Learning Tree, Arbor Day Foundation, Project 
WILD, Keep America Beautiful, Project WET 







 Developed Guidelines through a public 
participatory process 
 

 Engaging educators in a deep discussion about 
quality environmental education practice 
 

 Building EE as a profession 
 
 
 



Systems 
Interdependence 
The importance of where one lives 
Integration and infusion 
Roots in the real world 
Lifelong learning 

 

 
 







Guidelines for 
the Preparation 
and 
Professional 
Development of 
Environmental 
Educators 



 

 







 A Resource That Provides: 
 A common, voluntary set of guidelines for EE 
 Expectations for achievement in 4th, 8th and 12th 

grades 
 A framework for EE programs and curricula 
 Demonstrations on how EE can be used to meet 

traditional standards 
 A definition of the aims of EE 
 

 Developed through a broad-based review and 
comment process 



Four Strands 
 1)   Questioning, Analysis and Interpretation 

   Skills 
 2)  Knowledge of Environmental Process and      

   Systems 
 3)  Skills for Understanding and Addressing 

   Environmental Issues 
 4)  Personal and Civic Responsibility 





 

 Questioning 
 Designing investigations 
 Collecting information 
 Evaluating accuracy & reliability 
 Organizing information  
 Working with models & simulation 
 Drawing conclusions & developing explanations 

 



 

Divided into four sub-strands: 
The Earth as a physical system 
The living environment 
Humans & their societies 
Environment & Society 



Divided into two sub-strands: 
Skills for analyzing & investigating 

environmental issues 
Decision-making & citizenship skills 



 Understanding societal values & principles 
  Recognizing citizens’ rights  & 

responsibilities 
  Recognizing efficacy 
 Accepting personal responsibility 

 



 Crosswalks with the Essential Principles for 
Ocean Literacy, Climate Literacy, and Energy 
Literacy 

 No Child Left Inside – State Environmental 
Literacy Plans 

 Green Ribbon Schools Awards 
 

http://eelinked.net/n/guidelines 
 



 Common Core Standards for English Language 
Arts 

 Common Core Standards for Mathematics 
 Adopted by 45 states; 
 Next Generation Science Standards anticipated 

in Winter, 2013; 
 New National Social Studies Standards also on 

the way; 



Anchor Standards for Reading 
 (K-12) 

NAAEE: Guidelines for 
Learning 
 (4th Grade) 

NAAEE: Guidelines for 
Learning  
(8th Grade) 

NAAEE: Guidelines for 
Learning  
(12th Grade) 

Key Ideas and Details 
• 1. Read closely to determine 

what the text says explicitly 
and to make logical inferences 
from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or 
speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the 
text. 

  

1C. Collecting information –  
Learners are able to locate and collect 
information about the environment 
and environmental topics.  
1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations –  
Learners can develop simple 
explanations that address their 
questions about the environment. 
  

1C. Collecting information –Learners 
are able to locate and collect reliable 
information about the environment 
or environmental topics using a 
variety of methods and sources.  
1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations  – 
Learners are able to synthesize their 
observations and findings into 
coherent explanations. 
  

1C. Collecting information – Learners 
are able to locate and collect reliable 
information for environmental 
investigations of many types. They 
know how to use sophisticated 
technology to collect information, 
including computer programs that 
access, gather, store, and display 
data. 
1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations – Learners 
are able to use evidence and logic in 
developing proposed explanations 
that address their initial questions 
and hypotheses. 

• 2. Determine central ideas or 
themes of a text and analyze 
their development; summarize 
the key supporting details and 
ideas. 

1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations –  
Learners can develop simple 
explanations that address their 
questions about the environment. 

1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations –  
Learners are able to synthesize their 
observations and findings into 
coherent explanations. 

1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations – Learners 
are able to use evidence and logic in 
developing proposed explanations 
that address their initial questions 
and hypotheses. 

• 3. Analyze how and why 
individuals, events, and ideas 
develop and interact over the 
course of a text. 

1A. Questioning –  
Learners are able to develop 
questions that help them learn about 
the environment and do simple 
investigations. 
1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations –  
Learners can develop simple 
explanations that address their 
questions about the environment. 

1A. Questioning –  
Learners are able to develop, focus, 
and explain questions that help them 
learn about the environment and do 
environmental investigations. 
1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations –  
Learners are able to synthesize their 
observations and findings into 
coherent explanations. 

1A. Questioning –  
Learners are able to develop, modify, 
clarify, and explain questions that 
guide environmental investigations of 
various types.  They understand 
factors that influence the questions 
they pose. 
1G. Drawing conclusions and 
developing explanations – Learners 
are able to use evidence and logic in 
developing proposed explanations 
that address their initial questions 
and hypotheses. 



 





 



 



For more information: 
Akiima Price 
akiima@apriceconsulting.com  
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