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Defining Place-Based Learning (PBL) 

• Holistic approach 

• Uses local community 

• School-community partnerships 

• Project-based learning 

• Tailored locally 



6 Core Qualities of  PBL 

1. Grounded in attributes of  place 

2. Hands-on learning 

3. Contributes to community vitality 

4. Grounded in local community 

5. Local learning foundation for regional/global 

6. Supported by local partnerships 



12 “Promising Practices” 

1.    Project-based 
2.    Supported by local community 
3.    Administration support  
4.    Tailored to individual learning styles 
5.    Relevant to learners 
6.    Initiated by students 
7.    Driven or led by students 
8.    Interdisciplinary 
9.    Collaboration between educator and local community 
10.  Includes service-learning component 
11.  Students work cooperatively AND independently 
12.  Reflection 



Quantifying a Relationship Between PBL and 
Environmental Quality 

Education programs CAN improve the environment 





Practice Implications 

• Add measurement/assessment component 

 

 

• Focus on specific educational practices 



Benefits of  Place-Based Education 

• Helps students learn 

• Invites students to become active citizens 

• Energizes teachers 

• Transforms school culture 

• Connects schools and communities 

• Encourages students to become environmental 
stewards 

 
Place-based Education Evaluation Collaborative (PEEC) 
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