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Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Steering Committee

• Kathy Boomer (co-
leader),         The Nature 
Conservancy

• Rebecca Schneider (co-
leader), Cornell University

• Steve Bloser, Penn State 

• Ray Bryant (sponsor), USDA-ARS

• Peter Clagget, USGS

• Matt Ellis 
(support),      Chesapeake Research 
Consortium

• Natalie Gardner (support) 
Chesapeake Research Consortium

• Alan Girard 
(moderator),    Chesapeake Bay 

• Norm Goulet, Northern Virginia 
Regional Commission

• Jennifer Greiner, USFWS

• Katherine Bunting-Howarth,     
Cornell University

• Amy Jacobs (moderator),                 
The Nature Conservancy

• Donnelle Keech (facilitator),            
The Nature Conservancy

• David Orr, Cornell University

• Nicholas Parlato (support), 
Cornell Universty

• Michael Slattery, USFWS

Thank you!



Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Sponsors



Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Welcome / Opening Remarks

Mr. Dirck Bartlett

Talbot County Council

Dr.  Robert Summers

MD Secretary of the Environment
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Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:

History of Workshop Development

Talbot Co Roadside 
Management Program

• More than 1000 County Road 
opportunities to mitigate ag & 
urban impacts, each year, 
intercepting up to 4,000 lbs
TN, 500 pounds TP, and 10 
tons of sediment.

QUESTIONS:

• Reliability of targeting?

• Best practice design?

• Acceptability by MDE/CBP?



Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
History of Workshop Development



• Increase awareness of water quality/habitat 
impacts and opportunities associated with 
roadside ditches

– Review field and modeling inventories

– Share management strategies

• Develop management recommendations

– Identify barriers and opportunities to promote 
science-based management strategies

Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Goals & Objectives



• SESSION I: Sizing Up the Problem

• SESSION II:  Mitigation Strategies

• SESSION III.  Barriers to Implementation

Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Structure

Rebecca Schneider (NY)
Beverly Wemple (VT)

Zack Easton (VA)
Robin Van Meter (MD)

Steve Bloser (PA)
David Wick (NY)
Ray Bryant (PA/MD)
Bernard Sweeny (PA/MD)

Laura Christianson (MS)
Jason Keppler (MD)
William Ryall (MD)

Jeff Sweeney (CBP)
Kari Dolan (VT)

David Orr (NY)
Robert Shreeve (MD)



Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Discussion

Scientists

Practitioners

Regulators



Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Structure

Do regulations 
reflect current 

science? 

Significant 
gaps / 

uncertainties?

Practical guidance & 
recommendations?

… Or lack of 
guidance?

Regulatory 
constraints 
interfering 
with goals?



Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Discussion

I. How do roadside ditch impacts 
& practices vary across the Bay 
watershed?

II. What is needed to improve 
roadside management across 
the Bay watershed?



Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Discussion

Workshop Products:
• Published STAC Report 

– Share information
– Provide recommendations

• Science needs
• Regulatory opportunities
• Local opportunities

– Outline next steps

• Develop Information Network



• SESSION I: Sizing Up the Problem

• SESSION II:  Mitigation Strategies

• SESSION III.  Barriers to Implementation

Re-plumbing the Chesapeake:
Workshop Structure

Rebecca Schneider (NY)
Beverly Wemple (VT)

Zack Easton (VA)
Robin Van Meter (MD)

Steve Bloser (PA)
David Wick (NY)
Ray Bryant (PA/MD)
Bernard Sweeny (PA/MD)

Laura Christianson (MS)
Jason Keppler (MD)
William Ryall (MD)

Jeff Sweeney (CBP)
Kari Dolan (VT)

David Orr (NY)
Robert Shreeve (MD)


